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Hair Tests Detect Level of Recent Cocaine Use in Treatment Admissions 

New findings have been released comparing self-reported recent drug use to the results of urine and 
hair tests in a sample of persons applying for drug treatment in the District of Columbia.  Hair 
analysis, which has a longer window of detection, detected more cocaine users than did the other 
two techniques.  In addition, the level of self-reported cocaine use in the prior 30 days was strongly 
related to the amount of cocaine metabolite found in the hair (see figure).  Hair tests may offer a 
valuable method for classifying treatment admissions and others according to their level of recent 
drug use. 
 

 
Relationship Between Self-Reported Frequency of  

Cocaine Use and Amount of Cocaine Detected in Hair 
(N = 87 D.C. treatment admissions with hair tests positive for cocaine) 

For more information about today’s topic or to be placed on the distribution list, please call CESAR at (301) 403-8329. 
CESAR FAX is supported by a grant from the Governor’s Drug and Alcohol Abuse Commission. 
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SOURCE:  J.A. Hoffman, E.D. Wish, J.J. Koman III, S.J. Schneider, P.M. Flynn, and J.W. Luckey.  Hair, Urine, and 

Self-Reported Drug Use Concordance at Treatment Admission.  Paper presented at the October 1993 
Annual Meeting of the American Society of Criminology.  Paper available from CESAR. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

For more information about today’s topic or to be placed on the distribution list, please call CESAR at (301) 403-8329. 
CESAR FAX is supported by a grant from the Governor’s Drug and Alcohol Abuse Commission. 

“Nature and Extent of the Maryland Drug Problem” Reprints Now Available 
CESAR is distributing a reprint of the section on the “Nature and Extent of the Problem” from the 1993 
Maryland’s Drug and Alcohol Abuse Control Plan.  To obtain a complimentary copy, call CESAR at 
(301) 403-8329. 
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DUI is 1st or 2nd Most Common Reason for Arrest in Maryland, 1990-1992 

Driving under the influence (DUI) was the first or second most common reason for adult arrest in 
Maryland between 1990 and 1992.  Similarly, the Federal Bureau of Investigation's UCR Program show 
that DUI arrests in 1991 account for the largest number of adult arrests nationally, with 1.2 million arrests 
for DUI compared to 724,000 arrests for drug abuse violations.  The extensive media preoccupation with 
illegal drug crimes and associated violence may be obscuring the tremendous burden that DUI cases place 
on the police and courts.  More attention needs to be given to how to reduce this serious problem. 
 

 
 

Four Most Common Adult Arrest Offenses in Maryland, 
1990–1992 

 
Offense 1990 1991 1992 

Driving Under the Influence 31,800 31,087 25,999 

Drug Abuse Violation 26,068 26,608 28,251 

Other Assaults 24,394 25,248 23,345 

Larceny-Theft 20,891 23,309 23,274 

TOTAL ARRESTS 226,605 233,266 227,450 

SOURCE:  1990, 1991, and 1992 State of Maryland Uniform Crime Reports (UCR), Maryland State Police. 

 

 

 

 

* CESAR FAX is supported by a grant from the Governor's Drug and Alcohol Abuse Commission.
For more information about today's topic or to be placed on the distribution list, please call CESAR at 301-403-8329.

VOLUME II OF THE CESAR FAX NOW AVAILABLE
Issues 1 through 51 (1993) of the CESAR FAX are now available in a bound volume.

Please send written requests to:
 4321 Hartwick Road, Suite 501, College Park, Maryland  20740.
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BRFSS Survey Shows That Maryland Ranks Near the  

Median on Smoking and Problem Drinking  

Each year the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention and participating state health departments 
conduct a telephone survey of adults age 18 years or older to provide state-specific prevalence estimates of 
selected health-risk behaviors.  For 1992, the most current results available, the Maryland Department of 
Health and Mental Hygiene's Behavioral Risk Factor Surveillance System (BRFSS) indicates that 
Maryland ranked slightly below the national median on prevalence of the following risk factors:  current 
smoking, binge drinking, chronic drinking, and drinking and driving.  The largest difference was in the 
prevalence of binge drinking (14.3% national median vs. 8.7% in Maryland). 

 

Prevalence of Smoking and Drinking in Maryland and the U.S., 1992 
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* Risk Factor Definitions: 

Current Smoking = current use of cigarettes by someone who has smoked at least 100 cigarettes in his/her lifetime. 
Binge Drinking = consumption of 5 or more alcoholic drinks on at least one occasion during the past month. 
Chronic Drinking = having an average of 60 or more alcoholic drinks a month. 
Drinking and Driving = operation of a motor vehicle after drinking too much alcohol at least once in the past month. 

SOURCE:  Behavioral Risk Factor Surveillance System (BRFSS), Maryland Department of Health and Mental Hygiene.  
BRFSS data are collected by the MDHMH in collaboration with the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention.  For 
more information about the BRFSS, please call Alyse Weinstein at (410) 225-6783. 

* CESAR FAX is supported by a grant from the Governor's Drug and Alcohol Abuse Commission.
For more information about today's topic or to be placed on the distribution list, please call CESAR at 301-403-8329.

VOLUME II OF THE CESAR FAX NOW AVAILABLE !
Issues 1 through 51 (1993) of the CESAR FAX are now available in a bound volume.
Please send written requests to:  4321 Hartwick Road, Sutie 501, Cllege Park, MD  20740
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PCP Use Among Arrestees in Prince George's County Continued to Rise in 1993;  

Cocaine Use Declined and Heroin Use Remained Relatively Stable 

Recent data from the Prince George's County Pre-Trial Release Unit indicate that the percentage of 
arrestees testing positive for PCP remained relatively high -- at between 9% and 14%  -- in 1993.  
These rates reflect a steady increase since the 4th quarter of 1991.  While cocaine remains the most 
prevalent drug detected among arrestees in Prince George's County, the rate of cocaine positives in 
1993 decreased steadily, from 39% in the 1st quarter of 1993 to 34% in the 4th quarter.  Heroin use 
has remained relatively stable at low levels of between 4% and 6% since 1991. 

 
Percentage of Booked Arrestees in Prince George's County  

Who Tested Positive for Cocaine, PCP, and/or Heroin,  
First Quarter 1991 to Fourth Quarter 1993 

(N = 23,570 Male and Female Arrestees Tested Between January 1991 and December 1993) 
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SOURCE:  Adapted by CESAR from data from the Prince George's County Pre-trial Release Unit. 

* CESAR FAX is supported by a grant from the Governor's Drug and Alcohol Abuse Commission.
For more information about today's topic or to be placed on the distribution list, please call CESAR at 301-403-8329.

CESAR Special Topics on Substance Abuse (94-1) Now Available !
Investigating Recent Trends in Heroin Use in Baltimore City:  A Pilot "Quanltative" Research
Project by Michael H. Agar and R. Owen Murdoch, Universtiy of Maryland, Department of
Anthropology.  Call CESAR for a complimentary copy.
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Marijuana Use Up Among U.S. 8th, 10th, and 12th Graders  

Newly released data from the 1993 Monitoring the Future Study indicate a rise in marijuana use among 
8th, 10th, and 12th grade students across the country.  The largest increase among students reporting use 
within the past year was observed among high school seniors -- an increase of 4.1 percentage points, from 
21.9% in 1992 to 26% in 1993.  In 1993, the percentage of 8th, 10th, and 12th graders who thought 
smoking marijuana occasionally was a great risk to the user decreased significantly over the previous year.  
The increase in marijuana use and the decrease in perceived risk of the drug suggest a new generation of 
drug users. 

 

As the Percentage Of Students Who Think Occasional ...The Percentage Who Used In Marijuana 
Use Is  "A Great Risk" Is Decreasing ...  The Past Year Is Increasing. 
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* Approximate Sample Size: 
8th Grade = 18,600 in 1992; 18,800 in 1993. 

 10th Grade = 14,800 in 1992; 15,500 in 1993. 
 12th Grade = 15,800 in 1992; 17,000 in 1993. 

SOURCE:  Findings from the 1993 Monitoring the Future Study, National Institute on Drug Abuse, released January 31, 1994. 

* CESAR FAX is supported by a grant from the Governor's Drug and Alcohol Abuse Commission.
For more information about today's topic or to be placed on the distribution list, please call CESAR at 301-403-8329.

Report on Heroin Use in Baltimore City Now Available !
CESAR Special Topics Report 94-1, Investigating Recent Trends in Heroin Use in Baltimore City:  A
Pilot "Quanltative" Research Project, by Michael H. Agar, R. Owen Murdoch, University of
Maryland, Department of Anthropology, is now available.  Call CESAR for a complimentary copy.
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In 1993 Marijuana and PCP Use Increased Dramatically Among 
Juvenile Arrestees in Washington, D.C.;  Cocaine Use Decreased  

According to data from the District of Columbia Pretrial Services Agency, the percentage of 
juvenile arrestees testing positive for marijuana and PCP in 1993 increased over the previous year.  
Marijuana positives increased from 25% in 1992 to 39% in 1993 and PCP positives increased from 
3% to 10%.  Opiate positives remained stable at less than 1% while cocaine use decreased from 7% 
in 1992 to 5% in 1993. 

 

Percentage of Juvenile Arrestees in Washington, D.C. Who Tested Positive 
for Marijuana, PCP, Cocaine, and/or Opiates, 1992 and 1993 
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SOURCE:  District of Columbia Pretrial Services Agency. 

 

* CESAR FAX is supported by a grant from the Governor's Drug and Alcohol Abuse Commission.
For more information about today's topic or to be placed on the distribution list, please call CESAR at 301-403-8329.

CESAR Special Topics on Substance Abuse (94-1) Now Available !
Investigating Recent Trends in Heroin Use in Baltimore City:  A Pilot "Quanltative"
Research Project by Michael H. Agar and R. Owen Murdoch, Universtiy of Maryland,
Department of Anthropology.  Call CESAR for a complimentary copy.
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New CESAR Special Report Suggests Reasons Why The  

Heroin Epidemic In Baltimore Is Not Evident In Available Indicators 

Recently, anthropologists at the University of Maryland at College Park formulated a research strategy to 
explain the difference between the subjectively perceived heroin epidemic in Baltimore City on the part of 
knowledgeable professionals and the lack of dramatic increases in the traditional epidemiologic indicators 
of drug use.  A "quanltative" research strategy, one that uses qualitative methodologies to interpret 
quantitative data, was developed.  Interviews were conducted with medical, treatment, and law 
enforcement professionals and with heroin addicts who had recently entered treatment.  Highlights of the 
findings are listed below: 

• Heroin is available, cheap, and easy to get in Baltimore.  The hassles of the heroin-using 
life have been considerably reduced, something researchers called the "hog heaven" 
model.  As one female interviewee put it:   

 "... two or three years ago you had to get $25 together.  Now you get $10 together and 
you're basically doing the same thing." 

• Many young heroin users in Baltimore today seem to have gotten into heroin through 
cocaine.  This is contrary to the traditionally perceived patterns of drug use, wherein 
cocaine and heroin abuse are seen as distinct phenomena. Many of the cocaine addicts 
needed something that would mellow them out, that would bring them down after they 
got "coked out." 

• Two reasons help explain why the standard epidemiologic indicators had not increased as 
one would have thought.  First, institutional policies regarding drug use are said to have 
shifted away from providing resources for drug treatment.  Second, most indicators are 
gathered in worst-case institutional settings (e.g., hospital emergency rooms), settings 
that users seek out as a last resort when their situation turns desperate, and the "hog 
heaven" situation in Baltimore is less likely to make addicts desperate. 

• Combining qualitative and quantitative methods can provide a better understanding of the 
relationship between human situations and indicators that professionals define to 
understand them. 

Call CESAR at (301) 403-8329 to obtain a complimentary copy of the report, Investigating Recent Trends 
in Heroin Use in Baltimore City:  A Pilot 'Quanltative' Research Project, by Michael H. Agar and R. Owen 
Murdoch, University of Maryland, Department of Anthropology. 

* CESAR FAX is supported by a grant from the Governor's Drug and Alcohol Abuse Commission.
To be placed on the CESAR FAX distribution list, please call CESAR at 301-403-8329.
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Rate of Arrest for Drug Abuse Violations in Maryland Third Highest in the Nation 

According to the FBI's 1992 Uniform Crime Reports data compiled by the Morgan Quitno 
Corporation, Maryland ranked among the top 3 states in the nation in their rate of arrest for drug 
abuse violations.  There were 593 arrests for drug abuse violations per 100,000 population in 
Maryland.  This is well above the national rate of 431 arrests per 100,000 population.   

States with the Highest Rates of Arrest for  
Drug Abuse Violation in the United States, 1992 

 
Rank 

 
State 

Arrest Rate Per 100,000 
Population* 

1 California 743 

2 New York 660 

3 Maryland 593 

4 Connecticut 578 

5 Kentucky 567 

6 Nevada 562 

7 New Jersey 545 

8 Louisiana 525 

9 Mississippi 494 

10 Florida 487 
 

* Based on law enforcement agencies submitting complete reports to the FBI for 12 months in 1992.  The rates are 
based on population estimates for areas under the jurisdiction of those agencies reporting.  Includes offenses relating 
to possession, sale, use, growing and manufacturing of narcotic drugs. 

SOURCE: K.O. Morgan, S. Morgan, and N. Quitno (eds.), Crime State Rankings 1994 (Lawrence, 
Kansas:  Morgan Quitno Corporation.  1994).  Copies of the 513 page report can be 
obtained for $43.95.  To place an order, call 1-800-457-0742. 

* CESAR FAX is supported by a grant from the Governor's Drug and Alcohol Abuse Commission.
For more information about today's topic or to be placed on the distribution list, please call CESAR at 301-403-8329.
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Heroin Use at Six-Year High Among Chicago Male Arrestees 
According to the latest Chicago DUF report, the percentage of male arrestees in Chicago testing positive 
by urinalysis for opiate use has reached the highest level since the program began in 1987.  From the 
fourth quarter of 1987 to the third quarter of 1993, the percentage of male arrestees testing positive for 
opiate use ranged from 12% to 30%.  During the fourth quarter of 1993, 39% of male arrestees in 
Chicago tested positive for opiate use.  Chicago is one of the DUF sites that has traditionally found high 
rates of opiate positives.  Perhaps this recent increase in opiate positives in Chicago is a first indication 
of the long heralded heroin epidemic in offenders. 
 

Percentage of Male Arrestees Testing Positive for Opiate Use in Chicago, 1987-1993 
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*Data was not available for first and third quarters of 1989. 

SOURCE: Adapted by the Center for Substance Abuse Research (CESAR) from the Chicago TASC DUF Project Report, 
February, 1994.  Treatment Alternatives for Special Clients, Inc. (TASC) administers the National Institute of 
Justice's Drug Use Forecasting (DUF) program in Chicago.  For further information please contact Daphne Baille 
at TASC (312) 787-0208, ext. 211. 

* CESAR FAX is supported by a grant from the Governor's Drug and Alcohol Abuse Commission.
For more information about today's topic or to be placed on the distribution list, please call CESAR at 301-403-8329.

VOLUME II OF THE CESAR FAX NOW AVAILABLE !
Issues 1 through 51 (1993) of the CESAR FAX are now available in a bound volume.

Please send written requests to:
 CESAR FAX, 4321 Hartwick Road, Suite 501, College Park, Maryland  20740.

CESAR FAX may be copied without permission.  Please cite CESAR as the source.  
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1993 Heroin/Morphine Abuse Deaths in Maryland Reach 8-Year High  

Data from the State of Maryland's Office of the Chief Medical Examiner (OCME) show that the number 
of heroin/morphine abuse deaths in 1993 is the highest level seen in the past 8 years.  Heroin/morphine 
abuse deaths increased dramatically over the previous year--from 214 in 1992 to 314 in 1993, a 47% 
increase.  Because heroin/morphine abuse deaths have accounted for over three quarters of total drug 
abuse deaths in the state of Maryland since 1986, this large increase in heroin/morphine abuse deaths 
accounts for most of the rise in total drug abuse deaths (from 249 in 1992 to 356 in 1993). 

Total Number of Drug Abuse Deaths** and Number of  
Heroin/Morphine Abuse Deaths in Maryland, 1986-1993 
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** The OCME defines a "drug abuse death" as a death that can be directly attributable to or is caused by, illicit drug 
intoxication. 

SOURCE: Adapted by the Center for Substance Abuse Research (CESAR) from data from the State of Maryland's Office of 
the Chief Medical Examiner. 

* CESAR FAX is supported by a grant from the Governor's Drug and Alcohol Abuse Commission.
For more information about today's topic or to be placed on the distribution list, please call CESAR at 301-403-8329.

VOLUME II OF THE CESAR FAX NOW AVAILABLE !
Issues 1 through 51 (1993) of the CESAR FAX are now available in a bound volume.

Please send written requests to:
 CESAR FAX, 4321 Hartwick Road, Suite 501, College Park, Maryland  20740.

CESAR FAX may be copied without permission.  Please cite CESAR as the source.  
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Introducing The Maryland Automated Hotline Reporting System (MAHRS) 
CESAR, in collaboration with the Maryland Alcohol and Drug Abuse Administration,_ is pleased to 
introduce a new indicator of substance abuse and the need for treatment in Maryland.  Working with staff 
from six crisis hotlines across Maryland, CESAR produced a scannable data collection form that automates 
and standardizes information from the over 80,000 calls received annually by these hotlines.  Presented 
below are the number of calls from March through July 1993, in which a problem with alcohol, cocaine, 
heroin, and/or marijuana was mentioned.  Call CESAR for a complimentary copy of the MAHRS report. 
 

Number of Calls per Month, by Type of Drug Mentioned, 
March 1993 through July 1993 
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_ This project was funded by a contract from the Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services Administration, Center for 

Substance Abuse Treatment, to the Maryland Alcohol and Drug Abuse Administration. 
SOURCE: Eliot Levine, Michael Wagner, and Eric Wish, "The Maryland Automated Hotline Reporting System (MAHRS):  

Background and Early Findings."  CESAR, University of Maryland at College Park. 

* CESAR FAX is supported by a grant from the Governor's Drug and Alcohol Abuse Commission.
For more information about today's topic or to be placed on the distribution list, please call CESAR at 301-403-8329.

CESAR FAX may be copied without permission.  Please cite CESAR as the source.  
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Majority of Maryland Treatment Admissions Cite Alcohol as a Substance of Abuse 

Data from the Maryland Alcohol and Drug Abuse Administration's (ADAA) recently released report FY1993 Trends 
and Patterns indicate that in FY1993 alcohol was mentioned as a substance of abuse by the majority of Maryland 
admissions to substance abuse treatment.H  With the exception of Baltimore City, in each of the 23 counties, between 
71% and 94% of treatment admissions cited alcohol as a substance of abuse.  In Baltimore City only 49% of 
admissions cited alcohol compared to 60% citing cocaine and 53% citing heroin as a substance of abuse.  Statewide, 
71% of admissions mentioned alcohol, 41% cocaine, 26% marijuana, 21% heroin, and 4% PCP as a substance of 
abuse. 

 
Percentage of Treatment Admissions Mentioning Selected Substances of Abuse,  

by County of Residence, Fiscal Year 1993 
County of  
Residence (N of AdmissionsHH) Alcohol (%) Cocaine (%) Marijuana (%) Heroin(%) PCP (%) 

Allegany  (750) 94 11 38 2 1 
Anne Arundel  (4,910) 81 35 31 9 9 
Baltimore City  (17,738) 49 60 19 53 1 
Baltimore County  (7,373) 71 35 24 18 4 
Calvert  (1,100) 91 23 23 3 9 
Caroline  (499) 88 22 39 2 1 
Carroll  (1,094) 89 20 37 6 3 
Cecil  (1,212) 89 24 43 3 <1 
Charles  (1,385) 87 24 25 2 9 
Dorchester  (491) 91 39 43 1 <1 
Frederick  (1,787) 88 33 34 3 5 
Garrett  (317) 85 5 28 <1 <1 
Harford  (1,650) 82 24 38 7 1 
Howard  (1,229) 83 32 33 6 6 
Kent  (321) 79 41 32 3 <1 
Montgomery  (6,213) 77 38 21 9 5 
Prince George's  (5,111) 76 45 25 9 12 
Queen Anne's  (549) 85 30 36 2 3 
St. Mary's  (1,037) 82 29 28 3 3 
Somerset  (417) 77 25 33 1 0 
Talbot  (570) 87 34 43 1 <1 
Washington  (1,631) 85 24 35 2 1 
Wicomico  (1,453) 81 32 31 3 <1 
Worcester  (582) 91 20 27 2 <1 

State TotalHHH (62,692) 71 41 26 21 4 
H All certified public and private drug and alcohol treatment programs in Maryland are required to report to ADAA. 
HH Each client may report up to 3 substances of abuse at time of admission to a treatment facility. 
HHH County totals do not add to state totals.  State totals include "Other" (i.e., "no fixed address" or "out-of-state"). 
SOURCE: Adapted by the Center for Substance Abuse Research (CESAR) from data from the Substance Abuse Management Information 

System (SAMIS), ADAA.  A copy of the FY 993 Trends and Patterns Report may be obtained by contacting Vickie Kaneko at 
(410) 225-6890. 

* CESAR FAX is supported by a grant from the Governor's Drug and Alcohol Abuse Commission.
For more information about today's topic or to be placed on the distribution list, please call CESAR at 301-403-8329.

CESAR FAX may be copied without permission.  Please cite CESAR as the source.  
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Study Shows That Drug Use Increases With Age  
Among Maryland Juvenile Detainees 

CESAR, in conjunction with the Department of Juvenile Services and with funding from Governor Schaefer's Drug 
and Alcohol Abuse Commission, has conducted its second study of drug use among juvenile detainees in Maryland.  
The first study was conducted at the Thomas J.S. Waxter Children's Center in Laurel, Maryland in 1992 (see CESAR 
FAX Vol. II, Issue 4); the second study was conducted at the Alfred D. Noyes Children's Center in Rockville in 
1993.  In both studies voluntary and anonymous interview and urine specimens were collected from youth within 48 
hours of admission.  Drug test results from the two studies show that older detainees are more likely to test positive 
for drug use.  Seven percent of male detainees under age 15 at Noyes tested positive for drug use (13% among 
Waxter detainees) compared to 30% of male detainees 16 years or older (44% among Waxter detainees).  These 
findings are consistent with national data from the Drug Use Forecasting program, which show that drug use 
increases with age among juvenile arrestees/detainees.   

 

Percentage of Male Juvenile DetaineesH Testing Positive for  
At Least One Drug, by Age and Detention Facility 

(N =  175 male youths tested at Waxter in 1992 and 96 male youths tested at Noyes in 1993) 
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H The sample size for each age/detention facility category is greater than 13 for all except those 16 or older at Waxter (N = 9). 
HH Drugs tested for by urinalysis are alcohol, marijuana (at 100 ng/ml), cocaine, opiates, PCP, amphetamines, methadone, 

barbiturates, benzodiazepines, propoxyphene, and methaqualone. 
SOURCE: E.D. Wish, T.A. Gray , and H. Zimberoff.  1994.  "Estimates of Drug Use Among Male Juvenile Detainees in Maryland:  A 

Summary Report of a Pilot Study Conducted at the Alfred D. Noyes Children's Center in Rockville, Maryland."  The report will 
be available in late May.   Please send written requests to:  CESAR, 4321 Hartwick Road, Suite 501, College Park, MD  20740. 

* CESAR FAX is supported by a grant from the Governor's Drug and Alcohol Abuse Commission.
For more information about today's topic or to be placed on the distribution list, please call CESAR at 301-403-8329.

CESAR FAX may be copied without permission.  Please cite CESAR as the source.
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MAHRS Data Show Regional Patterns of AOD-Related Calls 
Data from the Maryland Automated Hotline Reporting System (MAHRS)* show regional differences in drug mentions 
among Maryland hotline callers.  Of the six regions, Baltimore metro had the lowest rate of alcohol mentions -- 56 
alcohol mentions per 100 alcohol and other drug (AOD) calls compared to a high of 75 alcohol mentions for the Upper 
Shore.  Baltimore metro, however, had the highest rate of heroin mentions -- 12 versus a low of 1 heroin mention per 
100 AOD calls for the Lower Shore.  Alcohol was mentioned more often than other drugs by hotline callers in each of 
the six regions.  The Upper and Lower Shore had the two higherst rates of alcohol mentions (75 and 71 mentions, 
respectively) and the two lowest rates of heroin mentions (2 and 1 mentions, respectively).  In addition, the Lower 
Shore had the highest rate of crack mentions (24 per 100 AOD calls). 

Alcohol, Crack, Marijuana, and Heroin Mentions, By Region,** March 1993 through July 1993 
(Rates per 100 AOD calls) 
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* This project was funded by a contract from the Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services Administration, Center for 

Substance Abuse Treatment, to the MD Alcohol and Drug Abuse Admin.  See CESAR FAX Vol. 3, Issue 11, for information 
about MAHRS. 

**  Baltimore Metro = Baltimore City and Anne Arundel, Baltimore, Carroll, Harford, and Howard counties; DC Metro = 
Montgomery and Prince George's counties; Lower Shore = Dorchester, Somerset, Wicomico, and Worcester counties; Upper 
Shore = Caroline, Cecil, Kent, Queen Anne's, and Talbot counties; Western Maryland = Allegany, Frederick, Garrett, and 
Washington counties; and Southern Maryland = Calvert, Charles, and St. Mary's counties. 

SOURCE: Eliot Levine, Michael Wagner, and Eric Wish, "The Maryland Automated Hotline Reporting System (MAHRS):  
Background and Early Findings."  CESAR, University of Maryland at College Park. 
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DAWN Data for the First Half of 1993 Show National Increase in  
Heroin- and Marijuana-Related Emergency Room Visits 

Semiannual data from SAMHSA's Drug Abuse Warning Network (DAWN) show that, nationally, heroin- 
and marijuana-related emergency room (ER) episodes increased between the first half of 1992 and the first 
half of 1993, while cocaine mentions remained stable.  Heroin-related ER episodes increased 44%, from 
21,438 episodes in the first half of 1992 to 30,766 episodes in the first half of 1993.  Marijuana-related ER 
episodes increased 19%, from 11,511 to 13,727 episodes.  There was no statitically significant change in the 
number of cocaine-related ER episodes (57,723 in first half 1992 and 61,051 in 1st half of 1993).   
 

 
 

Estimates of Emergency Room Drug Abuse Episodes in the U.S.,  
By Major Drug, First Half 1988 through First Half 1993 
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SOURCE: Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services Administration (SAMHSA), "Preliminary Estimates from the Drug 
Abuse Warning Network,"  Advance Report Number 6, March 1994.  A copy of this report may be viewed or 
downloaded from the STAT conference of the CESAR  BOARD.  Call CESAR BOARD at (301) 403-8343 or 
1-800-84-CESAR (toll-free for Maryland callers only). 

* CESAR FAX is supported by a grant from the Governor's Drug and Alcohol Abuse Commission.
For more information about today's topic or to be placed on the distribution list, please call CESAR at 301-403-8329.

CESAR FAX may be copied without permission.  Please cite CESAR as the source.

MARYLAND HOTLINE REPORT NOW AVAILABLE FROM CESAR !
"The Maryland Automated Hotline Reporting System(MAHRS):  Background and Early

Findings" by Eliot Levine, Michael Wagner, and Eric Wish is now available.
 Call CESAR at (301) 403-8329 for a complimentary copy.
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Hair Tests Detect 7 Times More  Drug Users Than Urine Tests  
(N = 88 Male Juvenile Arrestees/Detainees in Cleveland) 

As an experiment, the Cleveland Drug Use Forecasting (DUF) Program site collected hair samples, in 
addition to the standard interviews and urine samples, from 88 juvenile arrestees/detainees in Cleveland.  
The results show that hair tests detected 7 times more juvenile drug users than the urine tests and 9 times 
more drug users than self-reports.  The hair tests, which are sensitive to drug use in the 90 days prior to the 
test, were probably able to detect the youths' intermittent use of cocaine, which the urine tests missed. 

 
 
 

Estimates of Recent Cocaine Use Among Male Juvenile Arrestees/Detainees in Cleveland,  
By Self-Report, Urinalysis, and Hair Analysis 

(N = 88 males tested by 3 methods) 
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SOURCE: Adapted by CESAR from T.E. Feucht, R.C. Stephens, and M.L. Walker (1994).  "Drug Use Among Juvenile 
Arrestees:  A Comparison of Self-Report, Urinalysis, and Hair Assay,"  The Journal of Drug Issues 24(1):99-116. 

* CESAR FAX is supported by a grant from the Governor's Drug and Alcohol Abuse Commission.
For more information about today's topic or to be placed on the distribution list, please call CESAR at 301-403-8329.
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CESAR SPEAKER SERIES PRESENTS MR. JAY CARVER,
 Director of D.C. Pretrial Services, on "The New D.C. Drug Court Experiment"
The lecture will be held at 3:00 pm on May 24, 1994, in the Atrium of the Stamp Student Union at the
University of Maryland at College Park.
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Jail-Based Substance Abuse Treatment Program In  
Montgomery County, Maryland, Reduces Recidivism 

Initial findings from the Jail Addiction Services (JAS)H Demonstration Project in Montgomery County, 
Maryland, show that intensive treatment significantly reduces recidivism among chronic offenders with 
substance abuse problems.  Thirty-four percent of those participating in the JAS program were rearrested 
within a year of release compared to 48% of those in the control group.  JAS participants reside in a 
separate housing unit in the jail and participate in a minimum of 40 hours of treatment a week.  The 
treatment curriculum consists of community meetings; group educational or therapeutic activities; 
individual counseling; self-help group meetings; peer counseling; treatment task activities; cognitive 
behavior skill-building sessions; and aftercare activities. 

Rearrest Within One Year of Release from Jail for  
Jail Addiction Services  (JAS) and Control Group Subjects,  

 
Type of Recidivisma 

JAS 
(N = 323) 

Controlb  
(N = 324) 

Rearrest for New Offense 20% 31% 

Technical Violation 14% 17% 

TOTALS 34% 48% 
 

a The recidivism analysis was conducted on those offenders who were in the 
community for one year. 

b The control group was matched to the sociodemographic and criminal history 
characteristics of the treatment group. 

c  Statistically significant difference, using a chi-square test, p <.05. 
H This demonstration project and evaluation are funded by the Center for Substance Abuse Treatment of the Substance Abuse and 

Mental Health Services Administration, the Maryland Governor's Drug and Alcohol Abuse Commission, and the Montgomery 
County Government. 

SOURCE: Adapted by CESAR from F.S. Taxman and D.L. Spinner (1994).  "Recidivism Reduction:  The Jail Addiction 
Services (JAS) Demonstration Project in Montgomery County, Maryland  Overview of Initial Findings."  Institute 
for Law and Justice or University of Maryland.  For more information about the JAS Project, contact Dr. Faye 
Taxman, David Spinner at (703) 684-5300 or (301) 405-4781 or Dr. Peter Luongo, Montgomery County 
Government at (301) 217-1340. 

* CESAR FAX is supported by a grant from the Governor's Drug and Alcohol Abuse Commission.
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CESAR SPEAKER SERIES PRESENTS MR. JAY CARVER,
 Director of D.C. Pretrial Services, on "The New D.C. Drug Court Experiment"
The lecture will be held at 3:00 pm on May 24, 1994, in the Atrium of the Stamp Student Union at the
University of Maryland at College Park.
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SAMHSA Data Indicate Racial/Ethnic Differences in Drug Use  
May Be Reduced After Adjusting for Other Sociodemographic Characteristics 

Data from the Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services Administration's (SAMHSA) 1991 National Household 
Survey on Drug Abuse were used to quantify the effects of race/ethnicity and other sociodemographic variables on drug use.  
Column 2 in the table shows the relationship between race and drug use without adjusting for other sociodemographic 
characteristics, and Column 3 shows the relationship between race and drug use with adjustments for other sociodemographic 
variables.  Without adjustments, the data show that blacks are statistically more likely than whites to report nonheavy use of 
cigarettes, use of crack, and frequent use of marijuana, and cocaine; and are statistically less likely to report heavy and nonheavy 
use of alcohol, heavy use of cigarettes, and nonfrequent use of cocaine. 

With the exception of the nonheavy use of alcohol, the differences in the use of drugs by blacks and whites were reduced 
after adjusting for other sociodemographic characteristics.  For example, without adjusting for other sociodemeographic 
characteristics, blacks are 3.9 times more likely than whites to use crack (significant difference between blacks and whites).  
When other sociodemographic characteristics are controlled for, blacks are only about 1.9 times more likely to use crack, a 
nonsignificant difference. 

Odds of Using Alcohol, Cigarettes, and Illicit Drugs  
for Blacks Relative to Whites Among Respondents Aged 18 to 49:  1991 

 Odds Ratios1 
 
Drug Measures 

 
Unadjusted Model 

Model Adjusted for  
Sociodemographic Variables2 

Alcohol 
Nonheavy 
Heavy 

 
  .689*** 
.709** 

 
.715*** 
.554*** 

Cigarettes 
Nonheavy 
Heavy 

 
1.722*** 
   .552*** 

 
1.212* 

     .355*** 
Marijuana 

Nonfrequent 
Frequent 

 
.926 

    2.022*** 

 
     .680** 

1.290 
Cocaine 

Nonfrequent 
Frequent 

 
.721* 

  3.173*** 

 
    .552** 

1.865* 
Crack     3.948*** 1.872 
Poly-Illicit Drug Use .705 .433*** 

* p < .05 ** p < .01  *** p < .001 
1 The odds ratios reflect the odds of being a user (at the level indicated) relative to a nonuser for blacks relative to whites.   

Odds ratios greater than 1.0 indicate higher odds for blacks than whites; odds ratios less than 1.0 indicate lower odds for blacks. 
2  Demographic background variables include gender, age, geographic region of residence, and metropolitan status; socioeconomic 

status (SES) variables include educational attainment, occupation of chief household wage earner, and household income; social 
variables include marital status, employment status, number of jobs in past 5 years, and number of residential moves in past 5 years. 

SOURCE: R.L. Flewelling, S.T. Ennett, J.V. Rachal & A.C. Theisen, "National Household Survey on Drug Abuse:  Race/Ethnicity, 
Socioeconomic Status, and Drug Abuse, 1991."  U.S. Department of Health and Human Services.  Released December 1993.  
For more information about the report, contact the Office of Applied Studies, SAMHSA at (301) 443-7980. 
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DAWN Data Reveal Increasing Rates of Drug-Related Emergency  

Room Episodes in Baltimore; Rates Are Stable in Washington, D.C. 
According to 1992 data from the Drug Abuse Warning Network, the estimated rates of cocaine-, heroin-, 
alcohol-in-combination-, and PCP-related emergency room (ER) episodes have increased since 1988 in the 
Baltimore metropolitan area but stabilized, at lower levels in the Washington metropolitan area.  In the 
Baltimore metro area, the 1992 rates of cocaine-, heroin-, alcohol-in-combination-, and PCP-related ER 
episodes were the highest since 1988.  The rates in the Washington, D.C. metropolitan area show decreasing 
trends between 1988 and 1990 and have remained relatively stable since 1990. 
 

Estimated Rates (Per 100,000 Population) of ER Drug Abuse Episodes  in the  
Baltimore and Washington, D.C. Metropolitan Areas, by Major Drug, 1988 through 1992 
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SOURCE: Adapted by CESAR from data from the Drug Abuse Warning Network (DAWN), Substance Abuse and Mental 
Health Services Administration (SAMHSA). 
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CESAR SPEAKER SERIES PRESENTS MR. JAY CARVER,
 Director of D.C. Pretrial Services, on "The New D.C. Drug Court Experiment"

The lecture will be held at 3:00 pm on May 24, 1994, in the Atrium of the Stamp Student Union at UMCP.
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Hair Tests Detect More Marijuana and Cocaine Users Than Urine Tests or  
Self-Reports Among Juvenile Offenders in Pinellas County, Florida 

Data from a pilot study to compare drug use detection methods among juvenile offenders involved in the Pinellas 
County, Florida, criminal justice system show that hair tests detected higher levels of drug use than urinalysis or self-
reports.  Of offenders tested by the three methods, 57% were positive for marijuana by hair test compared to 21% by 
urinalysis and 14% by self-report.  Approximately 10% were positive for cocaine by hair test compared to 2% by 
urinalysis and 0% by self-report.  Because a hair test can detect drug use over a longer period (in this study 60 days by 
hair test versus 24-72 hours by urinalysis), it is likely to detect occasional or episodic drug users whereas urinalysis 
can only detect "recent" users.  These findings are similar to those found in Cleveland's juvenile Drug Use Forecasting 
program (see CESAR FAX, Vol. III, Issue 16). 

Estimates of Recent Marijuana and Cocaine Use Among Juvenile Detainees 
in Pinellas County, Florida, by Self-Report, Urinalysis, and Hair Analysis, 1993 

(N = 42 juvenile offenders tested by 3 methods) 
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SOURCE:  Adapted by CESAR from R.A. Newel, T. Mieczkowski, G. Allison, and L. MacDonald.  "Prevalence of Illegal Drug 
Use Among Pinellas County Criminal Justice Involved Juveniles:  A Pilot Study."  For more information about the 
study, contact Richard Newel at (813) 570-5080 or Tom Mieczkowski at (813) 893-9585. 

* CESA R FA X  is supported by a grant from  the G overnor's D rug and A lcohol A buse Com m ission.
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 Call CESA R at (301) 403-8329 for a com plim entary copy.
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Public Perception of Drug Abuse Problem Differs From National Indicators 
The National Household Survey of Drug Abuse (NHSDA) and the National High School Senior Survey 
(NHSSS), both national survey measures of drug use, indicate that the level of drug use today is lower 
than five years ago.  However, a recent national telephone survey of household residents age 18 and 
over found that the majority of people believe the drug abuse problem to be greater today than five years 
ago.  Of the 1,001 people surveyed, one-half of the respondents believe that drug abuse is a much 
greater problem today, while 20% believe it to be a somewhat greater problem.  Only 4% believe that 
drug abuse is less of a problem today than five years ago.  The discrepancy between public perception 
and survey measures of drug use may be due to public misperception of the severity of the drug abuse 
problem.  On the other hand, it may be that these national indicators are not measuring the true extent of 
drug abuse. 

Public Perception of Drug Crisis Today (1994) Compared to Five Years Ago 
(N = 1,001) 
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SOURCE:  Adapted by CESAR from Peter D. Hart Research Associates, Inc.'s telephone survey of 1,001 U.S. residents, 
February 2-3, 1994.  Conducted for Drug Strategies, Washington D.C.  For more information contact Caroline 
Polk of Drug Strategies at (202) 663-6090. 
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Alcohol Education and Treatment Reduce  

the Risk of Reconviction for Drinking and Driving in Maryland 
A new study shows that alcohol education and treatment are the only sentencing conditions which significantly reduce the risk of 
reconviction for drinking and driving in Maryland.  Alcohol education reduced the risk of reconviction over a three-year period 
by 22%; alcohol treatment by 17%.  However, these conditions were included in only 21% and 35%, respectively, of the 
sentences given to the drinking and driving offenders in the sample.  The study recommends an increased use of alcohol 
education and treatment conditions as part of drinking and driving sentences in order to reduce the reconviction rate. 

Risk of Reconviction, by Sentencing Condition1 
(N = 3,711 Maryland Drinking and Driving Offenders) 

 
Sentencing Condition 

Risk of Reconviction for this  
Sentencing Condition2 

  
Punishment Conditions  

Supervised Probation 14% Higher 
Guilty Disposition3 11% Higher 
Unsupervised Probation   9% Higher 
Fine   8% Higher 
Jail   5% Higher 
License Restriction   1% Lower 
DDMP4   5% Lower 

  
Rehabilitation Conditions  

Alcoholics Anonymous 18% Higher 
Abstinence 11% Higher 
Alcohol Treatment 17% Lower* 
Alcohol Education 22% Lower* 

  
1Based upon the results of cox regression model which include offender characteristics and sentence conditions.  
2Relative to the risk of reconviction without this sentencing condition, controlling for offender and sentence characteristics. 
3Relative to the risk of reconviction with probation before judgement (PBJ). 
4Drinking Driver Monitor Program (DDMP), a specialized probation program for drinking and driving offenders. 
*p<.10  These are aggregate measures of all programs offered in the state of Maryland.  The higher significance level of .10 was used because of the extreme 
variation in the interventions and because actual attendance in the programs is unknown. 
SOURCE:  F. Taxman, B. Mattson, E. Wish, and K. Petronis, 1994.  Drunk Driving in Maryland:  An Analysis of Recidivism and Policy Issues.  CESAR White 

Paper.  Please contact CESAR to receive your complimentary copy, available after June 20, 1994.  For more information about the study, please 
contact Dr. Faye Taxman at the Institute for Law and Justice, (703) 684-5300 or at the University of Maryland, (301) 405-4781. 
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Public Believes Drug Treatment In and Out of Prison 

Will Reduce Drug-Related Crimes  

A recent national telephone survey of household residents aged 18 and over asked about the effectiveness of 
drug treatment in combatting drug-related crime.  Opinions on providing government-funded drug treatment 
for everyone who seeks it and on providing drug treatment programs in prison were almost identical:  The 
majority of people believed that both forms of treatment will make a difference in reducing drug-related 
crimes.  It appears that most people believe that drug treatment programs for every person in need will make 
a difference in reducing drug-related crimes. 
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Have on Reducing Drug-Related Crimes? 
(N=1,001)  

 

 

 

 

 

SOURCE:  Adapted by CESAR from Peter D. Hart Research Associates' telephone survey of 1,001 U.S. residents, February 2-3, 
1994.  Conducted for Drug Strategies, Washington, D.C.  For more information, contact Caroline Polk of Drug 
Strategies at (202) 663-6090. 
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Poll Shows a Growing Minority of Marylanders  
Support Decriminalization of Marijuana 

Between 1990 and 1994 there has been a 50% increase (from 15.1% to 22.3%) in the proportion of 
Marylanders who think adults should be able to possess a small amount of marijuana for personal 
use.  Almost three-fourths of Marylanders (73.2%) do not support decriminalization of marijuana. 
 

Percent Responding "Yes" to the Question:  
"Do You Think That Adults 21 or Older Should Be Able to  

Possess Small Amounts of Marijuana for Their Personal Use  
Without Legal Penalty?"* 

PERCENT
RESPONDING

"YES"

MONTH/YEAR OF POLL

November-December
1990

(N=968)

March-April
1992

(N=1,001)

November-December
1992

(N=1,001)

April-May
1994

(N=1,018)

15.1%
18.6% 18.5%

22.3%

0.0%

5.0%

10.0%

15.0%

20.0%

25.0%

   
*   The November-December, 1992 and the April-May, 1994 polls allowed for an additional response category, "It 

Depends."    Two percent selected this answer in 1992; 2.5 percent in 1994.  Margin of error: +3%. 

SOURCE: Statewide telephone polls of adults aged 18 or older, conducted for CESAR by the University of Maryland 
Survey Research Center,  College Park. 
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