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U n i v e r s i t y o f M a r y l a n d A t C o l l e g e P a r k *

National and Maryland Student Surveys Find Large Increases in Current
Alcohol and Cigarette Use Between 8th and 12th Grade Students

Maryland public school students in grades 8, 10, and 12 were about as likely to have used alcohol
or cigarettes in the prior 30 days as students in a national sample. Moreover, rates of alcohol and
cigarette use nearly doubled between 8th and 12th grade students. Use of stimulants, inhalants, LSD,
cocaine, steroids, and PCP was somewhat higher in Maryland students than students in the national
sample (data not shown). The progressive use of alcohol and cigarettes by students suggests that
prevention programs should target students early in their school careers.

Current Alcohol and Cigarette Use in the National and Maryland
Surveys of 8th, 10th and 12th Grade Students, 1990-1991**
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National survey conducted in 1991; Maryland survey conducted in 1990-91 school year.
Source: Adapted by CESAR from "Monitoring the Future" study press release by the National

Institute on Drug Abuse, January,1992 and Maryland Biennial Adolescent Survey, 1991.

The CESAR BOARD, an electronic bulletin board for substance abuse information can be accessed
with a computer and a modem by calling 301-403-8343 or 1-800-842-3727 (in Maryland)

***** CESAR SPEAKER SERIES*****

Dr. PaulJ. Goldstein will be lecturing on "The Relationships Between Drugs and Violence"
Stamp Union Room 2111, University of Maryland at College Park

March 25, 1992 at three o'clock p.m. Open to the public.

For further information about today's topic or to be placed on the distribution list, please call CESAR at 301-403-8329

* CESAR FAX is supported by a grant from the Governor's Drug and Alcohol Abuse Commission


